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P ar ish
E nv ironment W ar den
Br oa dway

Environment: the external conditions
affecting the life of a plant or animal
(New Shorter English Dictionary)
A short biography:
My name is Tom Dixon. I am a retired (early)
Technical & Sales Trainer – although I still do some
consultancy work. Born in County Durham, I have
lived in Somerset for over 30 years, the last 20 in this
lovely village.
Nature is a passion. The wonder of the many plants,
animals, birds, insects have always fascinated - all have
an inherent beauty if we look closely enough – the
compound eye of the Horsefly (right) for example.
The Parish Council was looking for someone to take
on this post &, as a nature loving person, I was
interested enough to ask for a job description… there
wasn’t one! So, with the PC’s guidance & agreement, I
wrote a job description summed up by the ‘Mission’ on
the right.
The Parish Environment Warden is an unpaid,
voluntary post.

£

Even a Hor
s e f ly c a n b e
b e a u ti f u l!

Mission:
To identify the species which
inhabit our village & its
environs
To catalogue these species
To identify, protect & develop
their habitats
To encourage participation in
their protection & development

The story so far…
Cataloguing of species in Broadway Parish:
This mammoth task has commenced.
The ‘easiest’ was the bird category as I have studied resident, winter & summer visitors for many years.
Apart from the number of different birds (45 in this list) we can enjoy, it is a sobering thought that so many of
them are on the RSPB ‘At Risk” list. This means either they or their habitats are disappearing at a dangerous
rate. The table below shows which species I have identified & their risk level (expressed as Red, Amber,
Green – High, Medium or Low risk. Please visit www.rspb.org.uk for more information). Only birds I have
seen &/or heard are included – if I have missed anything, & you have ‘proof’, then I will be happy to add to
the list (a neighbor saw a White Egret in 2016 – I will be watching to see if we have the pleasure of a visit this
year)
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The next steps will be to catalogue plants, mammals,
reptiles, insects etc. This may take a while – the huge
numbers of flora & fauna make for a complex task.
I will endeavor to keep you up to date as the database
grows through this web site.

Water Quality Test
1.

pH - a test of acidity or alkalinity.
Natural water supplies should be at
or around the neutral value of pH 7.
The test revealed a pH level of 7.5

2.

Another task I have committed to is the monitoring of

Nitrate – a chemical which, in too
high a concentration promotes algal
growth which suppresses other
aquatic plants & thereby depriving
fish & insects of food & cover.

the water quality in the River Ding & Varden’s Pond.

The test showed a level of less than
1 mg per litre.

Although the tests are not too sophisticated & are a

The Ding is particularly important as there is so much
development going on near its banks.

bit ‘kitchen sink chemistry’ they will act as an early

3.

4.

5.

Nitrite – similar to Nitrate.

warning should levels of key pollutants get too high.

The test showed a level of less than
1 mg per litre

Should this happen, the Parish Council will be able to
alert the necessary authorities to request further tests

Ammonia - another algae
promoting chemical

& corrective actions.

The test showed a level of less than
1 mg per litre

Later in the year, a survey of invertebrates will be

Phosphate - yet another algae
promoting chemical.

The first results are on the left which reveal all is well

carried out as another measure of the Ding’s health.

at the time of testing (early February 2017).

The test showed a level of less than
1 mg per litre
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…and finally
The protection of the environment in & around Broadway is up to all of us.
•

Think of how insect/bird friendly plants are when selecting them for your garden

•

Bird/Bat/Bee/Ladybird boxes can fit into any garden

•

Remember that it is against the law to disturb any bird nest during the breeding season

•

Most important of all – enjoy the wonders of nature on our doorstep

