
7 July 2015 Minutes Broadway Parish Council 2015/5 

Broadway Parish Council 
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 7 July 2015 

in Broadway Village Hall at 6.30 pm 
 
1/7/15 Present 

Cllrs P Trueman (Chairman) R Baker, J Champion, L Jones, A Towers, G Winter, Mrs V Moore 
(Clerk), District/County Cllr L Vijeh and 3 members of the public. 

 
2/7/15 Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr C Trueman and PCSO John Martin. 
 
3/7/15 Declarations of interest 

None. 
 
4/7/15 Minutes  

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19 May 2015 together with the minutes of the 
Annual Parish Council meeting held on 19 May 2015 were both agreed and signed as correct records. 

 County and District Cllr LVijeh joined the meeting. 
 
5/7/15 Matters Arising 

(i) Public Participation - Cllr Baker pointed out that the first 10 minutes of the meeting – when 
members of the public are invited to raise any items which are not on the agenda – are not 
reflected in the minutes and therefore there is no record of any action that the Parish Council may 
need to take. 

(ii) Footpaths - during the Public Participation item prior to the meeting - a member of the public had 
brought attention to the muddy condition of the footpath area adjacent to the stile in the field 
behind the Bell Inn.  The Clerk was instructed to bring this matter to the attention of the 
landowner. 

(iii) Parking - concern was expressed regarding the parking at the school.  The Chairman outlined 
what the school had already done to try and alleviate the problems at the end of the school day.  
Cllr Baker stated that he was working on this with the Head. 

(iv) Speed Indicator Device - District Cllr Vijeh reported the SID results were a Highways issue and 
not for the Parish Council.  Consistent excessive speed readings would result in Highways 
coming out to look at the site but Cllr Vijeh did report there was a considerable delay in 
implementing improvements in other areas. 

(v) Website - website training would take place on 2 September 2015 between 12 noon and 2.00 pm.  
Cllrs P Trueman, L Jones, J Champion and A Towers all offered to attend. 

(vi) Village Sign - the Clerk had discussed with Streetscene at SSDC the provision of a ‘Broadway’ 
sign on Pound Road and the Council asked her to arrange for this to be installed. The 
approximate cost for the sign and installation would be in the region of £250.  SSDC had 
commented that the provision of a sign on Suggs Lane would be difficult as there is no ideal place 
for it to be positioned. 

 
6/7/15 District and County Council Report 

District and County Cllr Vijeh had emailed her monthly report for the Ilminster Division to Cllrs prior to 
the meeting and the contents were noted.  She briefly explained the key points to the meeting for the 
benefit of members of the public who were present. 

 
7/7/15 Planning 
 

Application No. 15/02905/LBC 
Applicant Mr Bryan Boon 
Proposal Alterations to barn to form residential accommodation (implemented) 
Location Manor Barn, Broadway Road, Broadway 

 
Mr Boon attended the meeting and outlined the background to this application and that it was an 
unresolved planning issue.  After consideration, there were no objections to this application. 
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Application No. 15/02759/COL 
Applicant Mr & Mrs T Andrews 
Proposal Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for the existing use of 

Dingford Green without compliance with agricultural occupancy condition 
Location Dingford Green, Dommett, Buckland St Mary 
 
There was a full discussion on the background to agricultural ties and occupancy of such tied 
properties if the owner was not in agricultural employment.  Cllr Baker suggested that the Parish 
Council should look at the site before making a decision. 
 
(Note : Subsequent to the meeting, after consultation with SSDC, this application was for a request 
for release from the agricultural tie on the property with the applicants having to prove that they had 
not been employed in agriculture during the statutory time required (10 years). This was carried out 
by a legal declaration which was checked by SSDC and would allow the release of the tie to enable 
the owners to carry out permitted development if they so wished.  A site visit was therefore not 
required.) 
 
It was agreed that the Parish Council had no objections to this application providing that the checks 
carried out by SSDC were satisfactory. 
 

8/7/15 Somerset Emergency Contacts 
This topic had been referred from the last meeting where Somerset County Council were looking for 
3+ volunteers to act as a point of contact in the event of an emergency.  After discussion, it was 
decided to advertise for volunteers in the Parish Newsletter, and the Chairman offered to produce a 
paragraph for inclusion in the Newsletter. 

 
9/7/15 Finance 

(i) The Clerk reported that Grant Thornton, external auditors, had approved the Annual Return for 
2014/15. 

(ii) Bank reconciliations were circulated and agreed. 
(iii) Payments to be made were agreed as follows : 

The Play Inspection Company Ltd – Annual Inspection 
SPFA – Annual subscription for 2015/16 
Transfer of £2,500 to Santander Reserve Account from Current Account (agreed at meeting on 19 
May 2015) 
Taunton Deane Borough Council – one off tidy at Pond and Play Area for 2014/15 
G Winter – payment for previously purchased paint for Pond rails 
Mrs V Moore – payment for previously purchased toner for printer 

 
10/7/15 Correspondence for information/distribution 

Correspondence was circulated to Cllrs. 
 
11/7/15 Assets 

Cllr Winter reported that all assets had been visited and none required attention. 
 
The re-siting of one of the two seats at Varden’s Pond had been discussed previously, and to move 
the second one to the site of where the third seat had been placed, together with painting it the same 
colour as the other seat.  This was agreed. 
 
Cllr Winter commented on the thoroughness of the reports about the Play Area from the Play 
Inspection Company.  They had identified small detailed issues which were not considered to be risk 
elements but which could get worse and may need attention. 
 
Cllr Winter proposed that the whole area be subject to a detailed examination with Phil Underhill, 
which he offered to do with any other volunteers, although this was not urgent.  Cllr Winter advised he 
was unable to act as Asset Manager until September.   The Chairman agreed to meet with Mr 
Underhill during August. 
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The Play Inspection Company had reported the play area had severely limited access for the 
disabled.  Problems with the gate had also been previously reported and a decision was made to 
replace the gate which would also resolve the first issue.  The Company had also suggested that the 
metal gate should have a padlock but the Parish Council had decided against this. 
 
It was reported that the picnic table needs replacing.  Mr Ian Pearse, a Broadway resident, has very 
kindly offered to donate a picnic table and the Parish Council placed on record their thanks for his 
kind offer. 
 
The Chairman reported that it had been agreed with Cllrs Winter, P Trueman and the Clerk, that the 
annual contract with the Play Inspection Company Ltd be renewed for 2015/16. 
 

12/7/15 Items of report for future business 
(i) Planning Survey 

Following the information made available at the Planning information evening held on 6 July 2015, 
it was proposed and agreed that the parishioners in Broadway should be invited to take part in a 
survey regarding future planning development in the village. The Chairman reported his 
conversation with the Community Council for Somerset, who had various pro formas available, 
together with prices etc.  Cllr Baker wanted to know what SALC had to offer in the way of support 
and the Clerk was asked to find out and report back.  The Chairman offered to contact SSDC to 
ascertain if they also had any further information or assistance and would report back to the 
September meeting.  Discussions ensued on how best to circulate to parishioners and it was 
agreed that posting to every household would ensure delivery of the survey questionnaires. 

(ii) Road Closure 
The Clerk reported there is to be temporary road closure for 3 days at Staple Fitzpaine during 
August and would post information on village noticeboards. 

(iii) Varden’s Farm 
The Chairman read out correspondence regarding suggestions for the Varden’s Farm 
development funding proposals.  Cllr Baker raised an objection to the suggestions which had 
been put forward, as he felt the Parish Council should also be giving consideration to making 
improvements to parking in the village, improvements to the play area and the possibility of 
providing a tennis court.  Cllr Baker also questioned the authority of the Chairman as this matter 
had not been formally considered and minuted at a meeting of the Parish Council.  The Chairman 
advised the items he had read out had been identified a year ago by the Planning Authority.  Cllr 
Winter pointed out the suggestions which had been put forward were not set ‘in stone’ and there 
could possibly be some discussion and consultation. 

 
13/7/15 2016 Meeting Dates 

It was agreed that ordinary meetings of the Parish Council will continue to be held bi-monthly on the 
first Tuesday of the month.  Dates were agreed as follows : 5 January, 1 March, 3 May, 5 July, 6 
September and 1 November. 

 14/7/15 Date, time and venue of next meeting 
It was confirmed the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 1 
September 2015, commencing from 6.30 pm, at Broadway Village Hall. 

 
The meeting closed at 8.25 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed : .………………………………………………………………………………………………………   Chairman 
Date : 3 November 2015 


