
 

Take a P.E.W. - 2 
Broadway Parish 
Environment 
Warden 
Welcome to issue two of the Environment newsletter.  

I have updated the bird list - unfortunately, the Spotted 

Flycatcher is absent this year – it is possible that one of the 

nesting pair last year was ‘taken’ by a Sparrowhawk & so 

far there have been no sightings this year. I have – albeit 

reluctantly – added the Herring Gull to the list; they used to visit 

only when the weather was severe on the coast but now 

they seem to have taken up permanent residence. For the 

first time in 20 years there are no House Martins nesting in 

the eaves of our house – their numbers seem slightly down 

overall too; Swifts however would appear to have increased. 

The full, updated list will be published in the Autumn. 

My wife, Diane, has joined me in the study of the 

environment in & around our village. Her contribution is 

the beginning of an illustrated database of the wild flowers 

we can all see in the Parish - more details below. 

All photographs © Tom Dixon 

Mission 
To identify the species which 
inhabit our village & its environs 
To catalogue these species  
To identify, protect & develop their 
habitats 
To encourage participation in their 
protection & development  
 

The intricacy of an Iris…  
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The Flowers of 
Broadway 
The picture at the top of the first page is a Spotted Orchid – 

this is one of many beautiful wild (or naturalized) flowers 

visible from public rights of way throughout the Parish. 

During walks with our West Highland White Terrier 

(Bobby), Diane has photographed many of the flowering 

plants; using the photographs & numerous reference books 

& web sites, she has identified & labeled the pictures to form 

the guides now available for all to use. 

It is amazing how many there are & how we have missed the 

variations within a species. The Vetch family for example 

has many subtle variants; each a delight & all the more 

enjoyable now we know they are different & their names!  

This has become a task of epic proportions to which Diane 

has devoted a lot of time & energy. It is hugely rewarding 

however, when you see the wealth of flora we can so easily 

enjoy. 

Please take a few minutes to explore these guides – they are 

listed – by month - on the same page as this newsletter. 

 

Water Quality 
The monitoring of the water quality in 

the River Ding and Varden’s Pond 
continues. The readings remain good, 
although a slight increase in alkalinity 
has been noted in the Ding – not yet a 
cause for concern but close monitoring 
will continue to ensure the wellbeing of 
the aquatic species & those dependent 
upon them (Kingfishers, for example, 

cannot tolerate pollution of any kind as 
it affects their food source). 

A pond dipping exercise in March & 
April revealed a surprising shortage of 

aquatic creatures – no spawn or 
tadpoles; no caddis or other larval flies 

were found.  There were plenty of 
healthy snails. Also present were what 
appears to be a non native species of 
fish which may have been ‘released’ 

into the pond. Once identified, action 
will be taken  - if they are native, they 
will be left; should they be alien, then 

they will be caught & found new 
‘homes’ where they can do no harm. 

“Nature, Red in tooth & claw” 
An oft-quoted line from Alfred, Lord Tennyson but it is 
essential we realize and appreciate that when we begin to 
look closely at nature, then we must expect to see it take its 
course. A bird table is a great help to the birds (particularly 
in winter) but realize also that to a bird of prey, it is a 
dining table for them. Hearbreaking it maybe, to see a 
Blackbird plucked from the sky by a Sparrowhawk but is a 
fact of nature we have to accept. 

Spiders are also voracious predators & not all use webs. It 
isn’t only flies which fall victim… on the left is a crab 
spider which was ‘hiding’ in the stamens of the flower & 
pounced on an unfortunate bee as it came to gather pollen. 

Pond Life in Varden’s 
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Strange Surroundings 

For all of their colour & diversity, some insects 

remain invisible & create their own environment in 

which to live. Perhaps the most obvious of these are 

the “Galls”. This is when the plant host grows tissue 

around the invading insect; some are small & 

insignificant, others are spectacular in appearance. 

The gall known as the Robin’s Pincushion is a good 

example. It is caused by a gall wasp laying an egg in a 

rosebud – the rose reacts & grows around the egg & 

subsequent larva to form this remarkable growth. 

Insects have a huge variety of defence mechanisms – 

stinging, colouration, foul smell/taste, camouflage 

etc. One interesting method of hiding is that 

employed by the Froghopper larva. This creature 

‘froths up’ the sap it has sucked out of the plant & 

surrounds itself in, what looks a little like spit. It used 

to be believed that the Cuckoo was responsible for 

spitting on plants. We now know different! 

Insect 
Metamorphoses 
An example of the wonder of the metamorphoses of 

adult insects – in this case, the ubiquitous Ladybird 

– from an unrecognizable larva, through the 

pupation stage to the familiar adult. 

Ladybird Larva 1. 

2. 

3. 

Ladybird Pupa 

Ladybird Adult 



 

 

 

And finally… 
Whilst promoting a healthy Environment for our local flora & fauna, it would be remiss of me not to promote well-

being in the human occupants of our village. 

To that end, below is a regime I whole-heartedly believe in and follow… obviously it is up to each individual to 

decide what is best for them… 


