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Broadway Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 6 March 2018 in the Broadway Village Hall at 6.30 pm 

 
Present : C Trueman (Chairman), R Baker, J Buttle  J Champion, P Gregory, B Twigg, 
Mrs J Davidson (Clerk) and 7 members of  the public. 

 
84/17 Apologies 

It was resolved for apologies with reasons given to be noted from Cllr Stacey. 
 
85/17 Declarations of Interest/Dispensation Requests 

None. 
 
86/17 Minutes 

It was resolved for the minutes of the meeting held on 30 January 2018 to be approved 
and signed as a true record. 

 
87/17 Public Participation 

 Mr T Dixon – Parish Environment Warden – spoke of the recent heavy snow which had 
caused additional hardship for the environment and local wildlife.  

 A member of the public asked whether the Parish Council could confirm it had objected 
to a planning application which had been submitted for a proposed development at 
The Pound.  The Chairman responded that 17/04239/OUT - Outline application with 
all matters reserved aside from access for the erection of up to 46 dwellings and 
associated works  - Land OS 4538 The Pound, Broadway Road, Broadway – had 
been considered at a meeting of the Parish Council held on 28 November 2017 and 
the Parish Council had objected to this proposal. 

 Apologies were received and noted from County/District Cllr Vijeh due to being unable 
to attend this meeting.  Written reports are provided by Cllr Vijeh at the end of each 
month and these are displayed on the Parish Council website. 

 
88/17 Planning 

i)  It was noted additional Information had been received from SSDC dated 26 January 
2018 regarding the following planning application :  

 

Application No. 17/04725/FUL 

Proposal Retention of mobile home for use as an annex, amended 
fence layout and engineering works to level the site 
(Retrospective) 

Location Blackdown Lodge, Hare Lane, Broadway 

 
The response which had been made by the Clerk using delegated authority on behalf of 
Members’ observations was noted : 
 

Question 5 Pre-application Advice The Parish Council had been disappointed 
that the applicant had not entered into 
formal pre-application discussions prior to 
the erection of the mobile home. 

Question 11 Foul Sewage It was understood the foul sewage has 
already been connected. 

Question 12 Assessment of Flood Risk A photograph of a nearby ditch as taken 
from neighbouring property had been sent 
with this Parish Council response to 
SSDC. 

 Size of plot In his of e-mail of 25 January 2018 - Mr 
Culshaw of Collier Planning – stated that 
Blackdown Lodge sits within a large plot of 
land with sufficient space to provide 
ancillary accommodation.  The Parish 
Council therefore wished to make the 
request as to whether the mobile home 
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could be moved closer to the property 
which it relates to as an annexe in order to 
create greater harmony and improve the 
visual amenity for neighbouring properties. 

 
Correspondence from SSDC dated 27 February 2018 with amended drawings for this 
proposal were received and considered.  The Clerk was instructed to seek clarification 
from the Planning Officer with regard to the accuracy and scale of the amended drawings. 
 
ii) The following planning application submitted to SSDC since the last meeting and the 

response made by the Clerk using delegated authority on behalf of Members’ 
observations was received and noted : 

 

Application No. 18/00454/FUL 

Proposal Erection of first floor and single storey extensions 

Location Rose Cottage, Hare Lane, Broadway. 

 
No objections had been raised with regard to this proposal as it was considered to be 
sympathetic and in character with the existing property.  It was also considered that the 
proposal would not impact on the appearance of the area as it would not be visible from 
the road. 
 
iii) The following planning application which had been submitted to SSDC since the last 

meeting was received and considered : 
 

Application No. 18/00292/S73A 

Proposal Application to vary planning condition 2 (approved plans) of 
approval 17/00404/FUL to install roof lights for bedrooms 
within the roof. 

Location Barn at Barrington Hill, Broadway 

 
No objections were raised with regard to this proposal as there would be no change to the 
height of the roof. 
 
iv) It was noted that the following planning application has been permitted by SSDC since 

the last meeting : 
 

Application No. 17/04217/REM 

Proposal Erection of 9 No. dwelling houses, associated parking, 
landscaping, drainage and formation of vehicular access (reserved 
matters of 15/01053/OUT) 

Location Land  at Vardens Farm, Broadway 

 
Cllr Twigg advised he is currently in the process of obtaining a copy of the Vardens Pond 
lease in order to clarify what the responsibilities are especially with regard to the 
protection of the boundary hedge which separates the pond from the development site.  In 
the meantime Cllr Trueman and the Clerk were given the delegated authority to write to 
the developer – to be copied to the planning consultant  -  to make the request that no 
action is taken to remove any of the hedge without consulting   with the Parish Council 
first. 
 
v) The Pound Public Consultation 6 March 2018 – it was noted Alder King – Planning 

Consultants – had held a drop-in event between 2pm and 7pm in the Broadway 
Village Hall to present a revised proposal for a residential development  on land at The 
Pound, Broadway Road, Broadway.  The previous planning application - 
17/04239/OUT – had been withdrawn by the developer. 

 
vi) Broadway Parish Council Planning Policy – it was resolved that the October 2017 -  

training for Town & Parish Councillors in responding to planning applications - power 
point presentation provided by SSDC  would be adopted as the guidelines for the way 
in which Broadway Parish Council  responds to planning applications during the 
consultation process.  The Clerk would prepare a summary with reference to the 
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SSDC October 2017 power point presentation , any subsequent SSDC guidelines and 
the Broadway Housing Needs Surveys 

. 
89/17 Health / Environment 

Vardens Pond – the Chairman presented a summary of the progress so far with regard to 
the pond maintenance programme.  This was in response to correspondence received 
from Mr Thurgood dated 27 January 2018 seeking clarification with regard to some of the 
action which has been taken.  The key points were summarised as : 

 The Clerk had contacted Mr Hill – Aquatic Solutions - as instructed last year but at the 
time it had not been feasible to arrange an on-site meeting for all relevant parties. 

 Mr Underhill - who had previously been involved in the enlargement of the pond some 
years earlier - had also been contacted to discuss the weed clearance work.  Mr 
Underhill had been unable to help and the Parish Council had made the decision to 
treat the pond as a Parish Community Project.   Members of the Parish had been 
encouraged to get involved but as no volunteers had come forward - Cllr Twigg, Cllr 
Champion and Mr Dixon (Parish Environment Warden) – had started clearing the 
pond of undesirable growth around the edges and surround towards the end of last 
year.  This work – which had been carried out until early December – is currently on 
hold waiting for warmer weather when it will be completed. 

 Two types of toxic weed – poisonous Water Hemlock and Woody Nightshade – had 
been found. It is not known when this might have arrived but it could have been 
possibly after the last report from Mr Hill.  The removed weed is therefore unsuitable 
for fodder and, as per the centuries old Somerset tradition,  it has been left on the 
bank to allow the invertebrates to return to the water and to ensure the continued 
integrity of the banks.  This is why Mr Johnson has not been asked to remove it and a 
plan to deal with it will be formulated once the work recommences. 

 All native fish are to be retained – a proposal to remove any fish refers to the 
ornamental carp that have been found in the pond - the aim is to establish and 
maintain a natural pond environment rather than it being an ornamental pond. 

 Water levels will continue to be monitored but It is understood it may not be necessary 
to lower the level.  The duck weed has been substantially cleared by concentrating on 
an end to end channel and the water quality is now looking good. 

 Pollarding is an annual form of husbandry carried out on the Somerset Levels to prune 
growth from willow trees.  Although major pollarding has been carried out on the 
willow at the pond to reduce its size - continual pruning - is still referred to as 
pollarding. 

 The original advice from English Nature had been to include an island to cater for the 
moorhens that were there when the advice was given.  The Parish Council is of the 
opinion that this is worth trying again - with a smaller stone gabion - which will make 
maintenance easier  and provide cover to attract wild fowl once more. 

Appreciation was conveyed to Mr Thurgood for his interest in the pond project and for his 
offer to let the Parish Council have copies of various documents relating to the agreement 
granting the Parish Council the 999 year lease of the pond. 

 
90/17 Highways / Footpaths 

a) Correspondence was received and considered from Somerset Highways regarding 
contributions relating to a revised speed indicator device (SID) device.  It was agreed 
that having a SID in the Parish was a positive thing and the Clerk was instructed to 
explore the following with County Highways  : 
i) What would be the cost and what would be involved if the Parish Council decided 

to purchase and operate its own SID, either as an individual Parish Council, or 
jointly with an adjoining Parish Council, or in conjunction with a number of Parish 
Councils?  

ii) What would be the cost and what would be involved if the Parish Council decided 
to purchase and provide a permanent vehicle activated sign (VAS) device? and 

iii) As to whether there is a deadline when the Parish Council needs to make a 
decision with regard to joining the County Highways Scheme. 

b) It was noted a Parish Council briefing meeting had been held on Friday 18 February 
2018 for the A358 Consultation.  The response made on behalf of the Parish Council 
with regard to this consultation was noted 

c) Confirmation was received and noted from SSDC that the replacement sign for 
Broadway Road and a sign ‘Tanyard Leading to St. James Close’ has been ordered. 
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d) It was noted that the Chairman of the Village Hall had brought attention to the potholes 
and condition of the road adjacent to the Village Hall and this matter had been 
reported to County Highways, 

 
91/17 Play Area / Parish Assets 

a) A discussion was introduced with regard to what arrangements should be made for the 
2018 grass cutting.  A suggestion was also made as to whether additional works 
which are regularly required around the Parish should be included in the contract 
instead of being requested to be done ‘as and when’.  It was agreed that a Grass 
Cutting Working Group - Cllr Baker, Cllr Champion and Cllr Bottle – would explore 
what areas it was felt should be included and then would obtain quotations for the 
current regular work plus any additional work. 

b) Cllr Champon reported that the playground equipment which has been taped off is 
regularly having the tape removed and therefore consideration needs to be taken as to 
what should be done and as to whether the equipment should be removed.  It was 
agreed that a Play Area Working Group - Cllr Buttle, Cllr Champion and Cllr Gregory – 
would be given the delegated authority to inspect the equipment and make the final 
decision as to whether it should be removed.  The Working Group would also explore 
and prepare a report with a recommendation with regard to the future of the 
playground.  A notice would be put up at the playground to advice that the playground 
is currently under consideration. 

 
92/17 Consultations – received and considered : 

Somerset Libraries Service Consultation 2018 from 29 January 2018 to 22 April 2018 
A303 Sparkford to Ilchester Dualling Scheme from 26 January 2018 to 9 March 2018 

It was resolved that no further action would be taken with regard to these consultations. 
 
93/17 Finance 

i) Consideration was given to the appointment of an Internal Auditor for the 2017/18 
Parish Council Accounts.  It was resolved for Mr J Brunt to be invited to carry out the 
2017/18 Internal Audit. 

ii) It was resolved for the Following payments to be approved : 
Somerset Association of Local Councils – Good Councillor Guide   £     19,58 
SSDC - Standerwick Orchard Tree & Pond Works       £1,342.03 
St. Aldhelm & St. Eadburgha Church – Grant Funding      £   500.00 
Broadway Village Hall – Meeting Room Hire        £     90.00 
Somerset Web Services – WordPress support Package & Hosting  £   406.80 
Clerks’ Salary & Administration Costs (January – March)     £ 1,070.20 

 
94/17 Items for consideration for a future agenda 

 Play Area 

 Grass Cutting 

 Planning Policy 

 Emergency Planning (September) 
 
95/17 Date of Next Meeting 

It was confirmed the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council, the Annual Meeting of 
the Parish Council , would be 8 May 2018, commencing at 6.30pm, in the Broadway 
Village Hall. 

 
The meeting closed at 9:25 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
Signed : .…………………………………………………..……………………….…………   (Chairman) 
Date : 8 May 2018 


