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Broadway Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 30 January 2018 in the Broadway Village Hall at 6.30 pm 

 
Present : C Trueman (Chairman), R Baker, J Buttle  J Champion, P Gregory (co-opted at 
this meeting), R Stacey (co-opted at this meeting), B Twigg, Mrs J Davidson (Clerk), 
County/District Cllr L Vijeh (left at 7.20pm) and 13 members of  the public. 

 
69/17 Apologies 

All members of the Parish Council were present at the meeting. 
 
70/17 Declarations of Interest/Dispensation Requests 

None. 
 
71/17 Casual Vacancies 

The Parish Council was pleased to welcome Mr Peter Gregory and Mr Rob Stacey and 
who were formally co-opted to be members of the Council with effect from today.  Mr 
Gregory and Mr Stacey had been provided with a copy of the Broadway Standing Orders, 
Financial Regulations and Code of Conduct,   Mr Gregory and Mr Stacey signed 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms and completed Declaration of Interests forms. 

 
72/17 Minutes 

It was resolved for the minutes of the meeting held on 28 November 2017 to be approved 
and signed as a true record. 

 
73/17 Public Participation 

 Mr T Dixon – Parish Environment Warden – reported the work which has been carried 
out on the pond so far is already showing rewards and the water is re-oxygenating.  
Mr Dixon also advised the result of the water quality testing that he has recently 
carried out on the River Ding has shown it to be within bounds. 

 A member of the public advised he had been made aware of a meeting between 
members of the Parish Council and the Planning Consultant - Alder King - regarding 
possible development of the Pound.  The Chairman confirmed a meeting had been 
held on the evening of 29 January 2018 and it was intended that a report regarding 
this meeting would be minuted under the Planning Item for this meeting. 

 
74/17 Planning 

i) It was noted that Amended Plans/Additional Information had been submitted to SSDC 
since the last meeting for the following planning application : 

 

Application No. 17/04217/REM 

Proposal Erection of 9 No. dwelling houses, associated parking, 
landscaping, drainage and formation of vehicular access (reserved 
matters of 15/01053/OUT 

Location Land At Vardens Farm, Broadway 

 
The response made by the Parish Clerk, using delegated authority, on behalf of members 
observations was noted : 
 

Design & Appearance 
The Parish Council had conveyed disappointment regarding it being proposed for the 
building materials and frontage of the properties to be all of one material   It was felt 
too much render was being proposed – especially being in close proximity to the 
St.Aldhelms and St.Eadburgha Church - and it was also preferred for the properties to 
have a variety of roof coverings.  Therefore it had been felt the amended proposed 
appearance was still not soft enough and in keeping with the variety of property styles 
in the rest of the village.  It had also been questioned as to why PV panels had only 
been shown on certain plots. 
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Site Layout 
It had been questioned as to why the two self-build plots had been moved from the 
outline application - 15/01053/OUT – which had showed plots 3 and 4 allocated as the 
self-build plots.  There had also been concerns regarding the proposed parking 
provision not being adequate enough for the size of the proposed dwellings. 
Boundary Treatment 

As to whether - what is understood to be a protected hedgerow - can be breached still 
needs to be addressed. 

 
ii) It was noted that the following planning application had been submitted to SSDC since 

the last meeting : 
 

Application No. 17/04725/FUL 

Proposal Retention of mobile home for use as an annex, amended fence layout 
and engineering works to level the site (Retrospective) 

Location Blackdown Lodge, Hare Lane, Broadway 

 
The response made by the Parish Clerk, using delegated authority, on behalf of members 
observations was noted : 
Broadway Parish Council had been of the opinion that it was unable to support this 
application without having an understanding of the following information as required on 
the SSDC planning application form : 

 Question 5 - Pre-application Advice -information regarding the pre-application advice 
as received from SSDC by the applicant had not been completed. 

 Question 11 - Foul Sewage - the way in which foul sewage is to be disposed of had 
been stated as ‘unknown’. 

 Question 12 - Assessment of Flood Risk - the Parish Council had reliable local 
knowledge that - 15 years ago - there had been a water course which formed a 
boundary between ‘The Stonehouse’ and ‘Chaffeys Plot’.  It was thought that this 
could be well within 20m of the caravan unless it had been since filled in.  It stretched 
upstream as far as the eye could see and downstream it disappeared under Pound 
Road and then it was assumed it continued down along Broadway Road.  It appeared 
to be a natural water course rather than run off and did not dry up at this time. 

 
iii) It was noted the following planning applications had been permitted by SSDC since the 

last meeting : 
 

Application No. 17/04435/FUL 

Proposal Erection of stables (revised application) 

Location Barn at Barrington Hill, Broadway. 

 

Application No. 17/04056/FUL 

Proposal The erection of an extension to and conversion of existing barn into 
a dwelling 

Location Dingford Green, Ding Road, Buckland St Mary, Chard 

 
iv) It was noted the following planning application had been withdrawn since the last 

meeting : 
 

Application No. 17/04239/OUT 

Proposal Outline application with all matters reserved aside from access for 
the erection of up to 46 dwellings and associated works 

Location Land OS 4538 The Pound, Broadway Road, Broadway. 

 
v) It was noted the appeal lodged with the Planning Inspectorate in respect of the SSDC 

application decision for the following planning application has been Dismissed : 
 

Application No. 17/01175/OUT 

Proposal Residential development of land by the erection of up to 5 
dwellings with associated garages & parking, provision of new 
vehicular & pedestrian access (resubmission of 15/05042/OUT) 

Location Land Adjoining The Village Hall, Broadway Street, Broadway. 
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vi) Cllr Trueman reported the Parish Council had received notification from Alder King - 

Planning Consultants - of their intention to resubmit a revised layout for the 
development of the Land OS 4538 The Pound, Broadway Road, Broadway.  The 
Planning Consultants had made the request to meet with members of the Parish 
Council prior to the resubmission of the revised plans.  The Parish Council had 
conveyed that it would be preferable for Alder King to attend an open meeting of the 
Parish Council but this invitation had been declined.  This meeting had been agreed 
on the basis that it would be for members’ to listen to what the developer had to say 
and would be without prejudice to any comments which would be formulated when a 
resubmitted proposal was considered at a future formal meeting of the Parish Council.  
Alder King had presented a draft revised layout of 37 houses and there had been an 
informal discussion – not specific to this proposal but about new development 
generally - regarding the lack of bungalows, density of developments, overlooking and 
lack of privacy.  Prior to the meeting Alder King had been provided with a copy of the 
Broadway Housing Needs Survey for information. 

 
vii) A discussion was introduced regarding whether to carry out a review of the current 

policy for the way in which the Parish Council deals with planning applications.  It was 
agreed that a working group comprising of all members of the Parish Council would 
meet on a date to be determined in order to discuss this matter. 

 
75/17 Health / Environment 

a) It was reported the Broadway Parish Defibrillator had been installed in the Parish 
Telephone Box during the week before Christmas.  Appreciation was conveyed to all 
of the organisations – Church View Surgery - Grinters – Ilminster Lions - South 
Somerset District Council - who have supported Broadway Parish Council by providing 
funding towards this project.  Appreciation was also conveyed to Cllr Champion and 
the Clerk for their help and attention with this project.  It is proposed that Ilminster 
Lions will work in partnership with the Parish Council in  to provide a ‘launch’ event 
after March. 

b)  Cllr Trueman reported she had met during the week before Christmas with the 
Headteacher of Neroche Primary School - Mr Boyle – to discuss a complaint received 
from a member of the Parish who is of the opinion that the lighting on the new nursery 
building is extremely bright, excessive and out of keeping in the village.  The Clerk had 
explored the lighting scheme with regard to the planning application with Somerset 
County Council Planning who had confirmed that the decision notice had no 
requirements with regard to lighting.  Mr Boyle had given his assurance that the lights 
are only 15 Watt LEDs and use little power. He also said he had received positive 
comments from some members of the Parish who are of the opinion that the lights are 
a good thing as they light up the footpath.  Cllr Trueman and Mr Boyle agreed that in 
order to try to address other points of view that a sensor to switch the lights on only 
when somebody walks by may provide a compromise.  The school does not have the 
funds available to be able to do the necessary re-wiring and therefore Mr Boyle 
suggested the Parish Council approached the Properties Department at Somerset 
County Council.  Broadway Parish Council agreed at this meeting it was of the opinion 
that the provision of a lighting sensor would be a good compromise. 

 
76/17 Highways / Footpaths 

a) Correspondence was received and considered from a resident of Broadway Road who 
had made a request as to whether a 'leading to' St.James Close sign could be placed 
at Tanyard due to delivery drivers are calling in on him as they cannot find St.James 
Close.  It was agreed that a request should be made to SSDC as to whether this could 
be provided. 

b) It was reported that the Broadway Road sign which is lying on the grass verge at the 
Pound Road/Hare Lane junction has still not been reinstated as had been requested 
and it was agreed that this needed to be chased up with SSDC. 

c) Correspondence was received and considered regarding the - Somerset County 
Council - termination of the current speed indicator device (SID) programme.  The 
County Council’s SIDs are reaching the end of their serviceable lives and the County 
Council is not currently in the financial position to be able to invest in a replacement 
programme.  The options which have been put forward for Parish/Town Councils is to 
either : 
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 join a possible revised County Council scheme operating from 1 April 2018 funded 
entirely by contributions received from participating Parish/Town Councils; or  

 for Parish/Town Councils to purchase and operate their own SID, either as an 
individual Parish/Town Council, jointly with an adjoining Parish/Town Council, or in 
conjunction with a number of Parish/Town Councils; or 

 do nothing and no longer have a SID. 
Broadway Parish Council agreed in the first instance to register an interest in joining a 
possible County Council Scheme but no decision should be made until the cost is 
known. 

d) Correspondence – received and considered : 
Somerset County Council – Claimed Public Bridleways from : 
• Dingford Farm to Long Drove 
• Long Drove 
• Hare Lane to Long Drove 
Somerset County Council – Section 53 Application 633M to add a restricted byway 
over Charmoor Lane on Broadway & Combe St. Nicholas 
It was agreed that members would provide the Clerk with any relevant information 
regarding this. 

 
77/17 Play Area / Parish Assets 

a) The request made on behalf of the Church, to be able to hold a 'Pop Up' Stall selling 
cakes, plants, bric-a-brac etc. on Standerwick Orchard one Saturday morning in the 
summer, was received and considered.   There were no objections raised with regard 
to this request.  The Parish Council has Public Liability insurance but as the event is 
not the responsibility of the Parish Council it would not be able to accept responsibility 
for any loss or injury which may occur as a consequence of the event. 

b) At the last meeting it had been It was resolved to reduce the number of playground 
inspections to half yearly.  It was noted that the Annual Inspection which had been 
scheduled for this month has now been deferred until July 2018 and then the 
Operational Inspection would be carried out in February 2019 at a charge of £65 + 
VAT per inspection. 

c) Two e-mails regarding the recent Standerwick Orchard tree and pond clearance works 
were received and considered.  The Parish Council was concerned that local residents 
were unhappy with the work which had been carried out.  The Parish Council was also 
very concerned and disappointed with allegations regarding unacceptable behaviour 
of the contractors undertaking the work which would be followed up with the 
contractors. 

 
78/17 Consultations – received and considered : 

A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme from 16 January to 27 February 2018 

Correspondence on behalf of Highways England was received and noted offering Parish 
Council members only an A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Scheme briefing.  It was 
agreed that the Parish Council would take up the offer of meeting with the Highways 
Project Team - as part of this 2nd consultation - to discuss the proposals in more detail.    
The Clerk was instructed to explore possible dates for when this could be take place and 
to invite Ashill Parish Council.  Following this meeting a response to the 2nd Consultation 
would be formulated. 

South Somerset draft recommendation of ward boundaries from 9/1/2018 to 19/3/2018 

The Parish Council unanimously objected to the proposal for the ward of Neroche to be 
joined with the ward of Ilminster.  With Ilminster being an urban, historic market town, and 
Neroche ward - covering 4 rural villages with very little urbanisation - there is very little 
synergy between the two wards.  The number of Councillors would remain the same (3), 
no cost savings have been identified and no change to the electoral equality with the 
proposed change.  It was felt this would lead to a loss of identity in these local rural 
villages. 

 
79/17 Broadway Christmas 2017 

Cllr Champion reported the Christmas tree light switching event held on Wednesday 29 
November 2017 had been well attended and many positive comments had been received 
with regard to the lighting display.  The tree had been taken down on the first Sunday in 
January and appreciation was conveyed to everyone who had helped with this.  
Appreciation was also conveyed to the residents of the two houses at Standerwick Orchard 



 

30 January 2018 Broadway Parish Council 2017/24 

who had supplied the electricity at no cost to the Parish.  A discussion was introduced 
regarding whether a working group should be established in order to manage this project 
each year and it was agreed this should be included as an item on the agenda for the 
September meeting of the Parish Council. 

 
80/17 Finance 

i) The January 2018 Parish Council Payments/Receipts Report and 2018/19 Draft 
Budget was received and considered. .  It was resolved to collect a Precept of £8,250 
from Council Tax Payers, which with the Council Tax Support Grant of £10, would 
provide a Parish Income of £8,260. 

ii) It was noted the External Auditor Webinar Training to present the new audit 
arrangements had been held on 23 January 2018.  The Clerk had been unavailable to 
view this presentation on this date and therefore had made the request for a copy of 
video presentation to be provided. 

iii) It was resolved for the following payments to be approved : 
P J Signs – Notice Boards & Defibrillator Notices (Paid)        £216.00 

Grinters – Christmas Lighting Equipment/Defibrillator Installation & Materials   £251.33 
SLCC – Affiliation Fees               £196.43 

 
81/17 Correspondence – received and noted. 
 
82/17 Items for consideration for a future agenda 

 Play Area 

 Planning Policy 

 Christmas Tree Working Group (September) 
 
83/17 Date of Next Meeting 

It was confirmed the date of the next meeting would be 6 March 2018. 
 

The meeting closed at 8:55 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed : .…………………………………………………..……………………….…………   (Chairman) 
Date : 6 March 2018 


