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Broadway Parish Council 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Tuesday 2 May 2017 in Broadway Village Hall at 6.30 pm 

 
Present : R Baker (Acting Chairman), L Jones, R Mazillius, B Twigg, 
County/District Cllr L Vijeh (left at 7.30pm), Mrs J Davidson (Clerk) and 
13 members of the public. 

 
 1/17 Apologies / Casual Vacancy 

It was resolved for apologies with reasons given to be noted from Cllr Winter.  The 
resignation of Cllr Winter with effect from 30 April 2017 was also noted with regret.  
Appreciation was conveyed to Cllr Winter for all of the time and commitment he has given 
to the Parish during his time as a Parish Councillor.  The Notice of the Casual Vacancy 
has been displayed on the Parish Council notice boards with effect from today.  If there 
are no requests for the vacancy to be filled by election, within the statutory 14 day period, 
then the Clerk will receive notification from SSDC that it can then be filled by the Parish 
Council by co-option.  It was noted that one registration of interest in the vacancy has 
been received. 

 
 2/17 Appointment of Chairman 

It was proposed and seconded for Cllr Trueman to be the 2017/18 Parish Council 
Chairman and it was resolved for Cllr Trueman to be appointed. 

 
 3/17 Appointment of Vice-Chairman 

It was proposal and seconded for Cllr Baker to be the 2017/18 Parish Council Vice-
Chairman and it was resolved for Cllr Baker to be appointed. 

 

 5/17 Declarations of Interest/Dispensation Requests 
None. 

 
 6/17 Public Participation – the following matters were raised : 

 Wessex Water Services Ltd. – Mr L Goodridge – Design Engineer - was welcomed to 
the meeting who spoke of the Broadway Road Water Main Replacement Scheme 
which is expected to be carried out during the 26 weeks between 2 October 2017 and 
25 March 2017. 

 A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Public Consultation – members of the public 
spoke regarding the proposal to dual the A358.  A previous consultation proposal held 
during 2007 had showed the existing Southfields Roundabout being taken ‘off-line’ 
from the main upgraded strategic A358/A303 dual carriageway route with a new grade 
separated junction and short link to Southfields Roundabout.  It is understood there is 
a longer term plan to dual the Ilminster Bypass but disappointment was expressed that 
the opportunity of taking Southfields Roundabout ‘off-line’ has not been included with 
this current proposal. 

 Tanyard Development - attention was brought to the Herras fencing at the side of the 
development, adjacent to the River Ding, which has been moved by the developer so 
that it is now encroaching over the footpath.  This matter has been reported to the 
Somerset Footpath Officer. 

 Dog Waste Bins – a question was raised as to whether it would be possible for an 
additional dog waste bin to be provided in a central part of the village. 

 Correspondence – received and noted : 
Mr & Mrs J Labrom - A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Public Consultation 
Mr S Dyer - : A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Public Consultation 
Mr M Thurgood – Parish Council Website & Vardens Pond  

 District/County Council – the March 2017 & April 2017 Reports from District/County 
Councillor Linda Vijehr were received and noted.   Ilminster Disvision County Council 
elections are to be held on 4 May 2017. 

 
7/17 Minutes 

It was resolved for the minutes of the following meetings to be approved and signed as a 
true record : 

 ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 7 March 2017; 

 meeting of the Planning Committee held on 4 April 2017. 
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8/17 Appointment of Representatives –a draft list of Parish Council regular responsibilities 

was received and approved. 
 
9/17 Planning 

i) The following planning application submitted to SSDC since the last meeting was 
received and considered : 

 

Application No. 17/01439/S73A 

Applicant Mr & Mrs Annings & Ms C Wakeley 

Proposal Application to vary planning condition 2 (approved plans) of 
15/04773/FUL comprising two detached dwellings, garaging and 
access to include alterations to siting and design 

Location Land East of Two Oaks, Broadway Road, Broadway. 

 
The Clerk was instructed to seek clarification from the Planning Officer regarding the 
proposed change to the previously approved application 15/04773/FUL, 
 
ii)  It was noted the following planning applications have been granted by SSDC since the 

last meeting : 

Application No. 17/00965/S73A 

Applicant Mr Ben Cann 

Proposal Section 73A application to amend condition 2 of planning approval 
14/05718/FUL to allow 2 separate car ports 

Location Treetops / Highfield House,Hare Lane,Buckland St Mary,Chard 

 

Application No. 17/00404/FUL 

Applicant Mr & Mrs Coate 

Proposal Alterations, change of use and conversion of barn to 1 No. 
dwelling with associated parking (revised application) 

Location Barn At Barrington Hill,Broadway, Ilminster,Somerset,, 

 
10/17 Parish Assets / Standerwick Orchard 

a) A report was received and noted regarding asset maintenance tasks which had been 
previously identified.  Cllr Winter had attempted to repair the legs of the benches at 
the pond but on closer inspection had found that most of them were badly rotted. 
Otherwise as the benches had been considered to be sound it had been suggested 
they should be repaired and then anchored onto small concrete bases. It had been 
agreed the work should be done by Mr D Mitchell on a time and material basis along 
with the play park repairs. 

b) A discussion was introduced as to whether it was felt a Parish Council strimming policy 
should be introduced.  During the discussion a suggestion was made as to whether it 
was felt there should be a reduction of the grass cutting of the public space areas of 
Standerwick Orchard as a reminder that this area was originally an orchard.   However 
it was also put forward that, as this area is now part of the public space provision of a 
housing development, the residents should be consulted regarding any proposed 
changes to the grass cutting arrangements which have been in place since the houses 
were built. 

c) Cllr Twigg reported he has sourced and planted a new apple tree at Standerwick 
Orchard since the last meeting of the Parish Council.  The stump, left after the dead 
tree had been taken down, has now been ground out by Mr D Mitchelll.  Appreciation 
was conveyed to Cllr Twigg for the work he has carried out on this project. 

d) It was reported that 3-4 of the trees at Standerwick Orchard are not looking quite as 
well as it was felt they should do by time of the year.  The Clerk was instructed to seek 
advice regarding this matter perhaps from the local gardening group or any other 
person who it was felt might have the relevant knowledge/experience. 

e)  A discussion was introduced as to whether to a register of parishioners/contractors 
who would be willing to undertake Parish maintenance tasks should be compiled.  It 
was agreed that this would be a good idea. 
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11/17 Highways / Footpaths 

a) The Highways England A358 Taunton to Southfields Dualling Public Consultation: 28 
March - 20 May 2017 was received and considered.  It was agreed that a response, 
taking into account the key points which had been made verbally and in writing by 
members of the public, would be formulated to be submitted by the deadline of 20 May 
2017.  It was also agreed that it may be a good idea to work in partnership with 
neighbouring parishes when the next stage of this consultation is introduced. 

b) The Speed Indicator Device reports for Broadway Parish Council (Pound Road), taken 
between 19 January 2017 and 31 January 2017 were received and noted. 

c) It was noted that Highways has confirmed they will inspect the drains, as brought to 
attention by a member of the public at the last meeting of the Parish Council, but wish 
it to be noted these were cleansed during 2015/16 and, apart from Goose Lane which 
is scheduled for an annual cleanse, are due to be done next during 2019/20.  
Highways can carry out individual reactive cleansing but the criteria is that if one gully 
is blocked but water is able to flow into one in close proximity, without causing flooding 
risk to a property, then no action will be taken. The policy on gullies is that rural areas 
are cleansed every two years; urban four yearly and high risk areas, 

d) It was noted an issue regarding dropped kerbs had first been raised towards the end of 
2015 and at the time Highways had advised that, as part of the on-going cuts to 
services, a local dropped kerbs budget was no longer available.  The Clerk has asked 
as to whether there has been any update to this policy and been advised there is no 
change. 

e) It was reported a Broadway Sign for Pound Road, which had been requested some 
time ago, has now been provided by Highways.  The sign has been located on the 
national speed limit sign which is located just after the cricket club on the same side of 
the road. 

f) It was agreed that no further action should be taken at the present time regarding 
progressing the provision of a flood indicator, at the A358 end of Broadway Road, due 
to the proposed Broadway Water Main Replacement Scheme. 

g) It was reported the footbridge connecting Bell Field to Horton, on the other side of the 
river Ding, needs attention as the concrete support under the bridge on the Broadway 
side has deteriorated. 

h) It was reported the collapsed footbridge (located at the second hedgerow in when 
walking ch 2/14 heading North), which has been reported to the Somerset Footpaths 
Officer, has not yet been repaired. 

 
12/17 Health / Environment 

a) The progress regarding the adoption of the BT Telephone Kiosk and the provision of a 
Parish defibrillator was reviewed.  Horton Parish Council has declined the invitation to 
work in partnership with Broadway on this occasion as it is in the process of funding 
its own defibrillator as it is felt that having one in Broadway and one in Horton would 
be beneficial to both Parishes.  The completion notice for the transfer of the legal 
ownership of the Broadway telephone kiosk was received on 29 March 2017.  It was 
agreed the next step should be to explore getting the kiosk cleaned and re-painted. 

b) It was noted that eDNA sampling had been carried out on Vardens Pond by Wessex 
Water as part of the Broadway Road Water Main Replacement Scheme   This had 
been done to determine the presence, or absence of, great crested newts which are a 
protected species.  Wessex Water has now confirmed there are no great crested 
newts presently in the pond. 

c) The recent provision of the two dog waste bins was reviewed.  The Parish Council 
were of the opinion that the bins, which are emptied regularly by SSDC, had made a 
positive contribution towards the management of dog fouling.  Consideration was 
given as to the feasibility of providing an additional bin in a more central position.  It 
was resolved for no further action to be taken at the present time due to it being felt 
there is not a suitable site. 

d) Mr Tom Dixon – Parish Environment Warden – advised he is proposing to carry out 
further water testing on the River Ding and Vardens Pond during the next few weeks.  
Mr Dixon asked as to whether a wildflower guide to the footpaths of Broadway, 
prepared by Mrs D Dixon, would be able to be published on the Broadway website. 

 
13/17 Website 

a) It was noted the Parish Council has received a Transparency Code grant cheque 
payment of £676.20 from DCLG which has been paid into the current account. 
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b) Cllr Jones agreed she would explore the ongoing issue regarding the church 

photograph and the feasibility of using a section of the Website for Parish Environment 
Warden reports and other Parish Environment matters. 

 
14/17 Village Hall 

It was reported that works to upgrade the Village Hall are progressing – the kitchen ceiling 
has been replaced - and the kitchen, storeroom and toilets have been repainted.  The next 
meeting of the Village Hall Committee is to be held on Monday 8 May 2017. 

 
15/17 Meetings / Adminstration 

a) The frequency of Parish Council meetings was reviewed and it was resolved that no 
changes should be made to the current arrangements of ordinary meetings being held 
on the first Tuesday of every other month. 

b) The employment terms and conditions for the Clerk were reviewed and it was resolved 
to increase the number of contracted hours/month by 2 hours with effect from April 1 
2017. 

 
16/17 Finance 

i) It was noted there are no changes to existing external audit arrangements for accounts 
for the financial year 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017.and returns should still be sent to 
the current external auditor.   New external audit appointments will become effective 
for the five year period in relation to accounts for the financial year beginning on 1 
April 2017. 

ii) The 2016/17 Annual ‘Report was received and noted.  It was resolved for : 
   a) Section 1 – Accounting Statements for … ; and 
   b) Section 2 – Annual governance statement of the Audit Return for 2016/17; 
to be signed by the Chairman and the Clerk. 

iii) It was noted the 2017/18 Parish Precept of £8,150 and the Council Tax Support grant 
of £20 has been credited to the Parish Council bank account by SSDC. 

iv) It was noted the 2017/18 Expenditure Limit is £7.57 per person. 
v) The draft Financial Regulations which had been amended since the last meeting were 

received and it was resolved for them to be adopted. 
vi) A draft 2017/18 Asset Register was received and considered.  It was resolved for the 

Clerk to have the delegated responsibility to make the arrangements for the 2017/18 
Parish Council Insurance. 

vii) It was resolved for the following payments to be approved : 
Broadway Village Hall – Meeting Room Hire (April 2016-March2017) £     80.00 
SSDC – Ground Maintenance (Paid)         £1,761.12 
Global Interiors – Standerwick Orchard Apple Tree (Paid)     £     53.49 
Mr D Mitchell – Parish Maintenance (Paid)       £   205.00 
Play Inspection Company – Playground Inspection (Paid)    £     60.00 

 
17/17 Parish Meeting  

The arrangements for the 2017 Annual Parish Meeting to be held on 23 May 2017 were 
reviewed.  Guest Speakers were confirmed to be Wessex Water - Mr Martin Tidman 
(Planning Engineer); Ms Angela Kerr - Citizens Advice Bureau; Kim Davey - Assistant 
Community Responder Officer Bristol & Somerset South Western Ambulance Service 
NHS Foundation Trust; and Mr T Dixon – Parish Environment Warden.  Cllr Trueman and 
Cllr Jones would make arrangements for refreshments to be provided. 

 
18/17 Items for consideration for a future agenda 

 A358 Consultation Response 
 
19/17 Dates of 2017/18 Meetings 

 It was confirmed the 2017/18 Parish Council meeting dates are scheduled to be 23 May 
(Parish Meeting), 4 July, 5 September, 7 November, 16 January, 6 March and 1 May 
(Annual Meeting). 

 
The meeting closed at 9 : 10pm 

 
 
 
Signed : .…………………………………………………..………………………….…………   (Chairman 
Date : 4 July 2017 


