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Broadway Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Tuesday 28 November2017 in Broadway Village Hall at 6.30 pm 

 
Present : C Trueman (Chairman), R Baker, J Buttle (co-opted at this meeting), 
J Champion, B Twigg, Mrs J Davidson (Clerk), County/District Cllr L Vijeh (left at 7.45pm), 
Mr M Cullen & Mr M Halstead – Alder King Planning Consultants & Mr N Warfield 
& Mr W Meadows – Freemantle Developments, 45 members of  the public (20 members 
of the public remained after paragraph 59/17 - Planning). 

 
55/17 Apologies 

All members of the Parish Council were present at the meeting. 
 
56/17 Declarations of Interest/Dispensation Requests 

None. 
 
57/17 Casual Vacancies 

a) The resignation of Cllr Mazillius with effect from 26 September 2017 was noted.  The 
notice of the Casual Vacancy had been displayed on the Standerwick Orchard notice 
board for 14 days.  After these 14 days confirmation been received from SSDC that as 
no requests had been made for an election to be held to fill the vacancy then the 
Parish Council could now proceed with co-option.  

b) An advertisement had been placed in the Isle Valley News inviting members of the 
public to come forward to fill the three Casual Vacancies.  Three members of the 
public had registered an interest and a Working Group comprising of all members of 
the Parish Council had met with the candidates on 23 October 2017.  The Parish 
Council was pleased to welcome Mr Jason Buttle to this meeting who was formally co-
opted to be a member of the Council with effect from today.  Mr Buttle had been 
provided with a copy of the Broadway Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and 
Code of Conduct,   Mr Buttle signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office form and 
was provided with a Declaration of Interests form to be completed within 28 days and 
returned to the Clerk. 

c) The Parish Council would be pleased to welcome Mr Peter Gregory and Mr Rob 
Stacey who would be joining the Parish Council by co-option in January. 

 
58/17 Public Participation 

Proposed development of 46 dwellings at The Pound, Broadway Road, Broadway. 
Cllr Trueman welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced representatives of Alder 
King Planning Consultants & Freemantle Developments who had attended this meeting to 
present a report and answer questions regarding the proposed development of 46 
dwellings at The Pound, Broadway Road.  The following key issues raised by members of 
the public were summarised as : 

 Principal 

 Sustainability 

 Landscape / Wildlife / Environmental Impact 

 Drainage 

 Highway Safety / Parking 
 
Police 
PCSO John Martin was welcomed to the meeting and he presented a report.  Crime in 
Broadway is relatively low but residents were reminded to remain vigilant especially during 
the festive season.  Residents were also reminded of road safety for all road users during 
the dark nights.  Dog walkers and cyclists are recommended to wear high visibility 
garments and to carry as much lighting as possible. 
 
Parish Environment Warden 
Mr T Dixon – Parish Environment Warden - presented a report regarding the work on the 
pond which he has been carrying out with Cllr Twigg and Cllr Champion over the past few 
Sundays.  This Working Group is of the opinion that the pond should be virtually started 
again and there is also some thought being given as to whether the island should be 
reinstated.  Most of the weeds – some of which are quite toxic - need to be removed and 
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replaced with more native plants which Mr Dixon is currently giving some consideration to.  
The last Working Group is scheduled to be held on Sunday 3 December and anyone who 
had an interest in this project was encouraged to attend. 
The scope of work was summarised as being : 

 Remove and rehome the fish; 

 Lower water level; 

 Remove large areas of weed onto pathway to dry out; 

 Strim brambles and hook out roots for 20’ or so beyond sluice gates; 

 Spread weed along cleared area separating tubers if practical and pick out anything 
noxious to burn; 

 Plant out areas and close sluice gate; 

 Tidy up pond area; 

 Install information board identifying plants, insects etc.; 

 Pollard willow tree.  
 
59/17 Planning 

i) The following planning applications which have been submitted to SSDC were 
received and considered : 

 

Application No. 17/04239/OUT 

Proposal Outline application with all matters reserved aside from access for 
the erection of up to 46 dwellings and associated works 

Location Land OS 4538 The Pound, Broadway Road, Broadway. 

 
Principal 
The site is a green field situated at the end of Broadway Road and is adjacent to the Pound 
Road / Hare Lane junction.  Broadway Parish Council had concerns regarding the density, 
access and design of the proposed development which was considered to be out of 
character and overbearing in the context of its location. 
Sustainability 
Employment opportunities, shopping and youth facilities are limited and very little can be 
accessed without the use of a car or by receiving home deliveries.  Broadway cannot be 
considered to be a sustainable location in terms of community facilities and transport. 
Landscape / Wildlife / Environmental Impact 
The proposed development - which would extend the currently existing development line that 
is a row of single plot depth individual properties along this side of Broadway Road to the 
Pound Road / Hare Lane junction and out into open countryside – would look overbearing 
and out of character in this context and adversely affect the rural approach to the village. 
There were concerns regarding the loss of a green field and the impact this would have with 
regard to local wildlife habitats.  For example swallows that nest in the old structure on the 
site – which it is proposed would be demolished - cannot be rehoused in the proposed 
nesting boxes as swallows do not nest in boxes.  There was some doubt regarding the 
topography survey and as to whether the proposed location of the attenuation pond would 
actually be at the lowest point of the site which caused concerns regarding surface water 
flooding of the site and elsewhere.  The environmental impact which would be caused due to 
the increased noise, light and air pollution were also of concern. 
Highway Safety / Parking 
It was considered that the existing road network was not adequate enough to accommodate 
the level of construction traffic and subsequent additional residential traffic.  One access to 
the site - via Pound Road - is over Whitebridge which is a small stone bridge and there were 
concerns as to whether this would have structural stability adequate enough to be able to 
cope with an additional significant level of construction and domestic traffic.  There were also 
uncertainties regarding the future of the local road network due to the proposed upgrading of 
the A358 which could create a further increase in vehicle movements along Broadway Road 
to the Pound Road / Hare Lane junction.  There are no footpaths along Hare Lane or 
Broadway Road until the War Memorial and no space to provide them.   There were 
concerns that the proposed provision for car parking would not be adequate enough and 
create parking on the carriageways adjacent to the site.  It was felt that the speed and 
volume of vehicles travelling along Pound Round had not been accurately reflected in the 
transport survey carried out by the developer and the further impact on highway safety for all 
other road users also would need to be accurately reflected.  The Parish Council therefore 
wished to make the request that Highways were fully consulted regarding highway safety 
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concerns for all road users and this should include a projection of how the road network 
could be affected by the A358 upgrading proposals. 
Drainage 
There were concerns regarding whether the surface water drainage could be managed in a 
sustainable way whilst not creating an adverse impact on existing properties and elsewhere.  
There were also concerns regarding the sustainable management of sewage treatment and 
foul drainage which is already an issue in the Parish.  There are regular incidents of sewage 
flooding after heavy rainfall on to Suggs Lane which is near to the school.  Wessex Water is 
already aware of the sewage issues and the Parish Council wished to make the request that 
Wessex Water is fully consulted regarding all drainage concerns. 
Planning Policy 
SSDC is currently reviewing the South Somerset Local Plan – adopted in March 2015 – to 
cover the period 2014-2034.  The current Local Plan Policy SS2 deals with development in 
rural settlements but this policy appears to be having little, or no, weight which it is 
understood is due to the lack of a five year housing land supply.  The policy requires that 
development should be commensurate with the scale and character of the settlement, 
provide employment opportunities, community facilities, meet identified housing need and 
increase the sustainability of a settlement in general.  This policy should be a key part of the 
spatial distribution strategy for housing in South Somerset but more housing has been 
delivered during the first 11 years of the Local Plan period in rural settlements than was 
envisaged. 
Pre-Application Consultation 
The Parish Council voiced disappointment with regard to the written pre-application 
consultation which was carried out by the developer with the Parish Council and some 
residents over a period of nine days in September.  The Parish Council was also 
disappointed with the subsequent planning application which did not appear to have taken 
any comments made by the Parish Council or members of the public into account.  The 
developer was not aware that a Housing Needs Survey had been carried out in Broadway 
during 2016 and would be provided with a copy following the meeting of the Parish Council. 
Conclusion 
The Parish Council was of the opinion that Broadway does not meet the criteria for the 
SSDC Local Plan Policy SS2 and it does not have the infrastructure in place to support yet 
another housing development.  Since 2009 planning permission has been granted for an 
additional 72 additional dwellings to be built in Broadway.  If approval is granted for another 
46 dwellings then this would bring the total to 118 which would mean an increase to the 
Parish of 38%.  Whilst it was understood the site had been identified in the HELAA it was felt 
that this should not imply that planning permission has to be granted.  Therefore also having 
given consideration to material planning considerations the Parish Council resolved that this 
further level of development was not appropriate for Broadway and objected to this 
proposal.  In the event of the Parish Council and community views being overruled by the 
governing authority – South Somerset District Council - it was hoped such a ruling would be 
conditional on the developer engaging with the Parish to explore how all of the concerns 
could be mitigated.  It was also requested that if planning permission was granted then more 
play area provision would be proposed when the reserved matters were considered. 
 

Application No. 17/04217/REM 

Proposal Erection of 9 No. dwelling houses, associated parking, 
landscaping, drainage and formation of vehicular access (reserved 
matters of 15/01053/OUT ) 

Location Land At Vardens Farm, Broadway 

 
It was resolved to object to this proposal and the following comments were made : 
Design & Appearance 
Travelling from the A358 along Broadway Road - the first structure located on the left hand 
side is St.Aldhelms and St.Eadburghs Church - and less than 250-300m away further 
along on the right hand side there will be this proposed development.   Broadway is an 
attractive village comprising of some historic vernacular buildings and therefore it  was felt 
that all measures should be taken to ensure that new development does not look out of 
character and is in sympathy with the settlement which is already here.  This was felt to be 
even more important when proposed new development is to be located at a gateway to 
the settlement and near to a Church of historic significance.  The proposed finish of these 
dwellings was considered to be far too urban in appearance and therefore intrusive.  The 
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proposed three storey dwelling was particularly not welcomed as there are currently no 
three storey dwellings of this style in the Parish. 
Site Layout 
The outline application - 15/01053/OUT – which was granted for the development of this 
site included the allocation of two plots for self-build dwellings.  It was also expected that 
the dwellings would form a more linear line fronting on to Broadway Road to reflect the 
linear line of the existing buildings which already front on to this road. 
Pedestrian Access 
The Parish Council was disappointed that the developer had not engaged with the Council 
regarding the proposed new pedestrian connection which leads to the pond.  The Parish 
Council has the responsibility for the pond and therefore any proposals regarding this area 
and future maintenance of this footway needs to be discussed with the Council.  There is a 
100 year lease agreement which gives the Parish Council the responsibility for the pond 
and this agreement also gives the Parish Council the responsibility for the safeguarding 
and protection of the hedgerow. 
Sewage Treatment Unit 
There were concerns regarding the sustainability and location of the proposed sewage 
treatment unit.  It was considered unacceptable for this unit to be located so near to a 
natural watercourse and a wildlife habitat. 
 

Application No. 17/04435/FUL 

Proposal Erection of stables (revised application) 

Location Barn at Barrington Hill, Broadway. 

 
There were objections or observations raised by the members of the Parish Council. 
 
ii) The response made by the Parish Clerk, using delegated authority on behalf of 

members observations, regarding the following planning application was noted 
 

Application No. 17/04056/FUL 

Proposal The erection of an extension to and conversion of existing barn into 
a dwelling 

Location Dingford Green, Ding Road, Buckland St Mary,Chard 

 
No objections or observations had been made by the members of the Parish Council. 
 
iii) It was noted the following planning applications have been granted by SSDC since the 

last meeting : 
 

Application No. 17/02949/S73 

Proposal Application to vary condition 02 (approved plans) of 15/04773/FUL 
and 17/01439/S73 to amend site layout 

Location Land East of Two Oaks, Broadway Road, Broadway. 

 

Application No. 17/03166/FUL 

Proposal Use of detached building for both ancillary accommodation and 
holiday let 

Location The Old Flour Mill, Forest Mill Lane, Horton. 

 

Application No. 17/03261/FUL 

Proposal Replace windows and doors 

Location Blacksmith Cottage,13 Standerwick Orchard, Broadway. 

 
iv) It was noted an appeal has been lodged with the Planning Inspectorate in respect of 

the SSDC application decision for the following planning application : 
 

Application No. 17/01175/OUT 

Proposal Residential development of land by the erection of up to 5 
dwellings with associated garages & parking, provision of new 
vehicular & pedestrian access (resubmission of 15/05042/OUT) 

Location Land Adjoining The Village Hall, Broadway Street, Broadway. 
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60/17 Minutes 

It was resolved for the minutes of the meeting held on 5 September 2017 to be approved 
and signed as a true record. 

 
61/17 Health / Environment 

a) It was reported the defibrillator and cabinet has now been received and is currently 
with Grinters pending installation. 

b) Appreciation was conveyed to Mr Dixon for all of his help and support with the pond.  It 
was agreed that Cllr Champion should set up a Facebook page in order to promote 
the pond as a community project and to encourage volunteers to come forward. 

 
62/17 Highways / Footpaths 

Cllr Baker advised he was of the opinion that a meeting should be arranged with 
Highways in order to explore the feasibility of introducing effective speed calming 
measures on Pound Road between Broadway Cricket Club and Horton. 

 
63/17 Play Area / Parish Assets 

i) Cllr Champion advised that areas of the playground were still fenced off and future 
consideration needs to be given with regard to what measures it s feilt should be taken 
regarding the condition of the playground. 

ii)  A discussion was introduced regarding the frequency of Playground Inspections which 
are currently being carried out quarterly.  It was resolved to reduce the number of 
playground inspections to half yearly with the next inspections to be July 2018 and 
February 2019. 

 
64/17 Broadway Christmas 2017 

Cllr Champion reported the Christmas Tee and Lighting had been installed at Standerwick 
Orchard on Sunday 26 November 2017.  The lights would be switched on by the Revd. P 
Dennison at 6pm on Wednesday 29 November 2017 and this would be followed by carol 
singing around the tree.  Refreshments would be provided by the 1

st
 Ilton and Broadway 

Scouts. 
 
65/17 Finance 

i) The Clerk reported she had applied to SSDC for grant funding of £250 towards the 
purchase of the defibrillator which has been awarded. 

ii) It was agreed a Working Group comprising of all members of the Parish Council would 
meet on 29 January at 6.830pm in the Village Hall in order to disuss the 2018/19 
budget.  The two new members of the Parish Council would be invited to attend this 
meeting. 

iii) It was resolved for the following payments to be approved : 
Playground Inspection Company – Playground Inspection  (Paid) £     60.00 
NHS – Defibrillator             £2,160.00 
Mr J Champion – Christmas Tree         £     80.00 
Festive Lighting Company – Christmas Lights      £   280.80 
Clerks Salary & Administration Costs (Sept-Dec)     £   890.56 

 
66/17 Correspondence – received and noted. 
 
67/17 Items for consideration for a future agenda 

 2016/17 Financial Report & 2018/19 Budget 

 Local Infrastructure & Amenities 

 Speed Calming 

 Playground 
 
68/17 Dates of 2018 Meetings 

It was confirmed the 2018 meeting dates will be 30 January, 6 March. 1 May (Annual 
Meeting), 3 July, 4 September and 6 November.  Meetings are held in the Broadway 
Village Hall and usually commence at 6.30pm. 

The meeting closed at 8 : 25pm 
 

Signed : .…………………………………………………..……………………….…………   (Chairman) 
Date : 30 January 2017 


