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Broadway Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 1 March 2016 in Broadway Village Hall at 6.30 pm 

 
Present : Cllrs G Winter (Acting Chairman), R Baker, J Champion, L Jones, B Twigg, 
County/District Cllr L Vijeh, Mrs J Davidson (Clerk) and 11 members of the public. 

 
1/3/16 Apologies 

It was resolved for apologies with reasons given to be noted from Cllr Towers and Cllr 
Trueman. 

 
2/3/16 Declarations of Interest/Dispensation Requests 

None. 
 
3/3/16 Minutes 

It was resolved for the minutes of the meeting held on 5 January 2016 to be approved and 
signed as a true record. 

 
4/3/16 Public Participation 

 PCSO J Martin had advised he would try to attend meetings of the Parish Council if he 
was available.  PCSO Martin was not present at this meeting but had submitted a short 
written report.  During the past few weeks there have been a couple of incidents of 
‘taking from motor vehicles’ in Horton and Broadway and a vehicle theft from Horton. 

 Audrey Mansfield – Village Agent – was welcomed to the meeting who introduced 
herself and spoke about her role.  Ms Mansfield has just taken over the role for this 
area and has three years’ experience of working with all ages as a Village Agent, 
especially the elderly, providing advice and support to enable a wide variety of issues. 
e.g. support for loneliness; transport schemes; fire service checks; winter fuel 
payments; charitable funding. 

 Mr T Dixon registered an interest in acting as the Parish Environment Warden. 

 A resident spoke about the proposal to demolish ‘Channings’ and erect a replacement 
house and garage.  He was of the opinion it would be a shame to demolish such an old 
property and had concerns about the size and scale of the proposed new dwelling. 

 Connel Boyle (Head Teacher of Neroche Primary School) and Tom Vaughan (Parent 
Governor) were welcomed to the meeting who spoke regarding a future idea for the 
development of a pre-school classroom, with kitchen and toilet facilities, in the car park 
area at the front of the school.  It is proposed for the school to have a breakfast club, 
and more after school activities, which it is hoped could help to alleviate the traffic and 
car parking issues which are presently caused by the majority of the children 
arriving/leaving at the same time of the day.  The proposal would also include 
modifications for the provision of staff car parking. 

 Attention was brought to the recent incidents of flooding on Suggs Lane which were 
noted by County/District Cllr Vijeh. 

 County/District Councillor Vijeh had submitted a written report which was received and 
noted. 

 
5/3/16 Planning 

i) The following planning application which has been submitted to SSDC since the last 
meeting was received and considered : 

 

Application No. 15/00396/FUL 

Applicant Mr G Charles 

Proposal Demolition of existing dwelling and outbuildings and erection of 
replacement dwelling house and garage 

Location Channings, Hare Lane, Broadway. 

 
The proposal to demolish one of the oldest houses in the Parish was noted with regret 
but it is understood the property probably does not have the protection of being 
registered as a listed building.   The practicalities of whether a modern, sustainable 
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home could be created from the existing structure were also recognised.  In the event 
of planning permission being granted it was requested that the developer may be able 
to work in partnership with a Conservation Officer to ensure that demolition works are 
carried out sympathetically with a view to removing/preserving any features which 
could be considered to be of historical interest.  There were also concerns regarding 
the size and scale of the proposed new dwelling, and as to whether it may appear to 
be overbearing and out of keeping, in the context of the actual plot size and with the 
existing row of properties along this side of Hare Lane. 

 
ii) It was noted the following planning applications have been granted by SSDC since the 

last meeting : 
 

Application No. 15/05142/FUL 

Applicant Mr & Mrs J Champion 

Proposal Demolition of existing single storey garage and conservatory and 
the erection of two storey side extension 

Location 3 Brookside, Broadway. 

 

Application No. 15/05475/FUL 

Applicant Mr A Hayward 

Proposal Alterations to include first floor side extension, single storey front 
extension and single storey rear extension 

Location 1 Elm Close, Broadway. 

 
iii) It was noted the following planning application has now been withdrawn : 

Application No. 15/00916/OUT 

Applicant Baker Family 

Proposal Residential development comprising up to 16 dwellings, 
associated parking, landscaping and construction of access 

Location Land at Tanyard, Broadway. 

 
iv) Consultation 

The Community Infrastructure Levy Draft Charging Schedule Consultation was 
received and noted.  It was resolved that the Parish Council would not be making a 
response to this consultation. 

 
6/3/16 Parish Survey / Parish Meeting 

a) It was reported there is to be a press announcement on 15 March 2016 regarding the 
outcome of the application for Big Lottery funding for the preparation of a Housing 
Needs Survey.  Once the outcome is known then the Clerk and Cllr Winter would 
arrange a meeting with Somerset Community Services to explore the next step. 

b) A discussion was introduced regarding setting a date and what arrangements should 
be made for a Parish Meeting (to be held between 1 March 2016 and 31 May 2016).  It 
was agreed that a provisional date could be 10 May 2016 – subject to the availability of 
the Village Hall – suggestions for topics/speakers to be included on the agenda were : 
Housing Needs Survey; Wessex Water and the Village Agent and Planning. 

 
7/3/16 Parish Assets 

a) The Playground Inspection Report dated 22 January 2016 was received and noted. 
b) The frequency of when Playground Inspections are carried out was reviewed.  There is 

currently one more inspection due for this cycle of the yearly contract – this will be an 
Operational Inspection – which will take place in May 2016.  A full year service 
includes one Annual Inspection (£55.00 excl VAT ) and three Operational Inspections 
(£50.00 excl VAT per visit).  The Parish Council is currently on a repeat order which 
means the yearly contract will be renewed automatically unless it is decided otherwise.  
It was agreed that the contract should stay as it is and reviewed at the 2017 Annual 
Meeting of the Parish Council. 
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c) Cllr Winter presented a Play Area Maintenance Report dated 29 February 2016 and 

advised he had spoken with Mr P Underhill regarding the required maintenance works, 
as identified in this report, and also in the October 2015 Asset Maintenance Report.  
Mr Underhill would be prepared to carry out the work, on a time and materials basis, 
but would not be available to complete the work until May 2016 and therefore Cllr 
Winter made the request as to whether he could approach another contractor of his 
choice.  It was resolved for authority to be given to Cllr Winter to obtain another 
quotation which would be circulated to all members of the Parish Council for any 
comments.  Appreciation was conveyed to Cllr Winter for his time and commitment 
regarding the management of the parish assets. 

d) The Taunton Deane BC 2016 maintenance quotation was received and considered.  
During the discussion County/District Cllr Vijeh brought attention to the grounds 
maintenance service which is provided by SSDC.  It was agreed that any further 
quotations would have to be obtained quickly, as the grass in the play area requires 
cutting now, and the Clerk would liaise with Cllr Winter to try to obtain a quotation from 
SSDC over the next few days.  It was resolved for authority to be given to Cllr Winter to 
discuss the required work with SSDC and the Parish Council would be informed of the 
outcome. 

 
8/3/16 Highways / Footpaths 

a) Consideration was given as to whether a request should be made for there to be a 
volunteer Parish Footpath Warden.  It was agreed that this matter would be deferred 
and could be included in the Chairman’s report for the Parish Meeting. 

b) It was noted that information regarding the Temporary Road Closure of Pound Road, 
Horton/Broadway had been displayed on the Parish Council notice boards. 

c) It was noted information regarding the A303/A358 corridor public information events 
had been displayed on the Parish Council notice boards. 

d) A discussion was introduced as to whether the feasibility of traffic calming measures 
especially 'Gateway' schemes should be explored for Broadway.  Cllr/District Vijeh 
advised that she is allocated funding for two Small Improvement Schemes (SIS) each 
year, and has one left, as approval has recently been given for a Scheme in Donyatt.  
The Parish Council needs to establish what problem it is trying to solve and then the 
funding criteria is tested against a scoring mechanism feasibility study.  Cllr/District 
Vijeh advised she would e-mail a copy of the SIS Application Form to the Clerk. 

e) There was a discussion as to whether a request should be made for the Speed 
Indicator Device (SID) to be placed in a different location to where it has been placed 
previously on Pound Road.  It was agreed to make a request as to whether this year 
the SID could be placed on Broadway Road in the area of the pond. 

f) It was reported the following new, and repairs to, signs which were requested last year 
have still not appeared : 
 Broadway - new sign is required (never been one there) on the left hand side of  

Broadway Road on the approach to the village from the direction of Taunton - past 
Broadway & Horton Cricket Club – a suggested site could be just before the 
current 30 mph sign; 

 Hare Lane – the Hare Lane sign on corner of Hare Lane/Broadway Road - at 
Broadway Pound (Crossroads) - needs new legs and re-siting as both legs are 
broken and the sign is not standing as a result of two recent road traffic collisions.  
The sign itself is still intact; 

 Pound Road – sign on the corner of Hare Lane/Broadway Road - at Broadway 
Pound (Crossroads) - needs 1 ‘leg’ replacing as this is broken and making the sign 
unstable. 

g) It was reported the pothole which had been adjacent to the Village Hall has now been 
repaired. 

h) Since the last meeting of the Parish Council a resident had brought attention to there 
being at least 4 drains blocked in Broadway Road - 2 outside the Old Shop by the War 
Memorial – this matter has been brought to the attention of Highways by the Clerk. 

i) Cllr Champion brought attention to the area of shrubbery on the strip of land opposite 
Brookside which is encroaching into the road.  It was agreed that Cllr Champion would 
explore the land ownership and, if possible, make arrangements for the vegetation to 
be cut back. 
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9/3/16 Environment 

a) It was noted information regarding the SSDC garden waste collection service had been 
displayed on the Parish Council notice boards. 

b) The Clerk reported she had contacted Wessex Water regarding the request which had 
been made, last October, for a meeting to be arranged with the Parish Council to 
discuss the problem of the flooding on Suggs Lane.  A representative of Wessex Water 
had apologised that there had been no communication regarding this and advised he 
would ‘feed this back’.  The Clerk was further advised that Wessex Water had 
investigated the sewers in the area and confirmed they had been cleansed from Suggs 
Lane to the Sewage Treatment Works and no structural defects or obstructions had 
been identified.  Previous surveys had indicated that a fat and grease build up had 
been causing blockages and there is a plan for routine jetting to be carried out every 6 
months.  The Clerk had also spoken with a representative at SSDC Environmental 
Heath who had advised this was a Wessex Water infrastructure issue and, as such, 
SSDC has no authority regarding this matter. 

c) It was noted that with effect from 27 January 2016 there is a provisional Tree 
Preservation Order for i) the oak tree adjoining the Eastern side of the entrance to the 
Village Hall and the Doctors Surgery and ii) the group of trees adjoining the North 
Eastern Boundary of the Village Hall Car Park. 

d) Communication regarding the horse chestnut tree which is nearest the Church was 
received and considered.  The bark of the horse chestnut tree nearest the Church has 
been suffering for some years and the tree appears to be dying.  The Clerk had 
received advice from the SSDC Tree Officer who is of the opinion it is not necessary to 
burn horse chestnut trees as this bark condition will not cause an infection to other 
trees.  The Parish Council agreed that the condition/appearance of the tree will be 
reviewed in the spring when the tree comes into leaf. 

e) It was reported that the SSDC strimmer has been returned by Mr P Trueman for a 
winter service.  A discussion was introduced regarding whether it would be wished for 
it to be used by the Parish Council this year.  It was agreed it would be useful to 
continue to have the use of the strimmer and the Clerk would explore when/if a next 
training course is to be held by SSDC. 

f) It was noted there could be some trees available from SSDC to be used for community 
planting schemes.  It was agreed to defer this matter to the next meeting of the Parish 
Council. 

g) A discussion was introduced regarding holding a Village Clean and the introduction of 
Litter/Dog Waste Bins.  It was agreed to defer this matter to the next meeting of the 
Parish Council. 

h) Correspondence from a resident regarding the removal of brash together with the 
daffodils which had been planted near Vardens Pond was received and considered.  It 
was agreed that Cllr Champion would look into this matter. 

 
10/3/16 Communication 

a) Website – it was reported that Mr P Trueman, Cllr Jones and the Clerk had attended a 
meeting with Somerset Web Services (SWS), on 20 January 2016, to review the 
progress regarding the provision of the Broadway Website.  At that meeting it had been 
understood the Website would be published on to the internet on 28 January 2016 and 
any further content would be loaded up by Mr P Trueman and the Clerk.  Since then 
the Clerk had received a request from SWS to provide some Parish Council content 
which she has done.  It was agreed that the next step to progress the Website should 
be explored with Mr P Trueman. 

b) Facebook – it was noted a Facebook Page for Broadway has been created by Mr S 
Cosgrove.  It was agreed that this page should not be linked to the Broadway Website. 

 
11/3/16 Queen’s 90th Birthday 

Consideration was given to what arrangements, if any, should be made for the celebration 
of HM the Queen’s 90th Birthday.  Communication had been received from Broadway 
PCC as to whether the Parish Council was considering doing anything.  That same 
weekend the Benefice is hoping to celebrate in some way but where/how has not yet been 
decided.  Cllr Champion advised that some members of the community are considering 
holding street parties and the usual charge for a Temporary Road Closure will not be 
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made for this period.  The Parish Council resolved that it would not do anything to 
celebrate the Queen’s Birthday but would promote any events to be held in Broadway 
during the birthday weekend (June 11/12). 

 
12/3/16 Finance 

i) A request made by Broadway PCC for a contribution to be made for the 2016/17 
maintenance of the churchyard was received/considered and it was resolved for a 
payment of £500 to be made. 

ii) It was reported the forms to update the signatory arrangements - to reflect Cllr 
Champion; Cllr Jones and Cllr Wilson - and the contact details of the Clerk have now 
been taken into NatWest, Ilminster. 

iii) Due to the resignation of the previous Internal Auditor consideration was given to the 
appointment of an Internal Auditor for the 2015/16 Accounts.  It was resolved that the 
Clerk would be given the authority to appoint a suitable person. 

iv) The new audit arrangements with effect from 1 April 2016 were received and noted. 
v) It was resolved for the following payments to be approved : 

 The Play Inspection Company – Playground Inspection     £  60.00  
 Community Council for Somerset - Housing Needs Survey 25% Deposit  £814.00 
 Broadway PCC – Churchyard Maintenance        £500.00 
 Clerks’ Salary & Administration Costs (December-March)    £856.70 

 
13/3/16 Correspondence 

i) Mrs S Gould-Smith - Parish Council Meeting held on 5 January 2016; 

 Any other correspondence, circulars and publications which have been received since 
the last meeting were received and noted. 

 
14/3/16 Items for consideration for a future agenda 

 Community Tree Planting 

 Traffic Calming 

 Village Clean 

 Litter/Dog Waste Bins 
 
15/3/16 Next Meeting 

It was confirmed the next meeting will be the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and will 
be held on 3 May 2016, commencing at 6.30pm, in Broadway Village Hall. 

 
The meeting closed at 9 : 45 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
Signed : .…………………………………………………..………………………….…………   (Chairman 
Date : 3 May 2016 


